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popular opinion at all events, the adoption produced all the effect
of a valid act. It made Severus the heir and continuer of a line of
deified emperors. This character he assumed with the conviction
of a man who regarded himself as predestined to rule. If he did
not commission a work which Cassius Dio wrote on the dreams
and portents which foretold to him his future greatness, he must
have supplied the material for it. He had accepted an assurance
that he had a royal horoscope, and he had married Julia Domna as
his second wife because she was similarly favoured.

This conjunction of the stars brought together a native of a
Phoenician colony and a Syrian who was the daughter of the
hereditary prince-priest of the laal of Emesa; and with their
accession a Semitic dynasty came to occupy the throne for over
forty years. It was as if the spirit of ancient Assyria had taken
possession of the palace to make the Empire subj ect to a bureaucracy
which should be the executive of a divine authority transmitted
through a dynastic succession. In such a system there would be
-no place for a Senate or for the principle of delegation by thfc
State, and it was a sign that this notion of government now tended
to prevail that the title dominus came to be generally applied to
the emperor. For this term, when given its full Value, implied an
authority which was undele|ate4 a&d which* therefore, as < the
contemporary TertfflKTSsisted, presented itself as divine1.

BecafilSW^ffeipfitition, Tertullian notes, the title had been
rejected by Augustus when he founded the authority of the Roman
ruler on the magisterial imperium delegated by the State, In prac-
tice, however, he and his successors had permitted or contrived
that it should appear as a power emanating from a domus dominorum
to those of their subjects who were accustomed to such a form of
government, and it was this notion that tended to become pre-
dominant with the Severan dynasty. But the original character of
the imperial authority was not easily eliminated. The jurist Ulpian,
whose political opinions were formed as a member of Severus'
council, in the very act of asserting the authority of the ruler to
be absolute, describes it as conveyed to him by delegation from
the State; and this principle implied that the Senate, as the
only regular organ of delegation, should survive as an essential
element of the constitution, however reduced its administrative

1 ApoL 34. For the divinization of Severus and Julia as Sol and Luna on
the coinage cf. M.-S. ivs i, p. 75 and p. 162, no, 522; pp. 218,220^n<^r
36, 52, 59, etc. 14. pp, 208-9, nos. 858-9, for the assimilation of Jutk as
mater Augg. to Cybele as mater deum. For the dynastic pr
coinage cf. J. Vogt, Die Alexandrinischen Munzen, I, pp.

